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p. DESCRIPTION -- 1 

The graves of Francis  Lightfoot  Lee and h i s  wife Rebecca a r e  
loca ted  i n  t h e  family graveyard which i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  edge of a wood 
about 300-yards northwest of t h e  Mount Airy mansion. The graves a r e  
marked by very small markers e rec ted  by t h e  Virg in ia  Conservation 
Commission i n  1950. Previous t o  t h i s ,  t h e  graves had been unmarked. 
The graveyard i s  maintained by t h e  owner of Mount Airy. (Neg.No. 6495). 

:ONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

Mount Airy is  composed of a massive two-story c e n t r a l  block above 
a high basement, 69-feet long and 47-feet deep, two curving one-story 
passageways, and two 36-foot-square two-story end dependencies s e t  
forward; t h e  f ive -pa r t  u n i t ,  128)-feet,long, encloses t h r e e  s i d e s  of a 
semic i rcular  forecour t .  This  cour t  i s  ra ised  by a low t e r r a c e  above 
t h e  ent rance  d r i v e  and i s  reached by cut and molded s tone  s t e p s ,  
flanked by e l abora te  carved stone vases on pedes ta ls .  Set on a r i d g e ,  
t h e  house commands a wide view of t h e  Rappanhannock Valley. 

The three-foot  t h i c k  w a l l s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  un i t  a r e  made of dark- 
brown sandstone, c a r e f u l l y  hewn and l a i d  i n  courses of random height ,  
with a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r i m  i n  l ight -colored  limestone. I t  i s  poss ib le  
t h a t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  may o r i g i n a l l y  have been p la s t e red  though no t r a c e  
remains. The north o r  entrance facade is approached from t h e  fore-  
court  by a f l i g h t  of s t e p s  leading  t o  a recessed logg ia ,  whose square 
p i e r s ,  faced with f o u r  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s ,  de f ine  t h r e e  r e c t i l i n e a r  
openings.1 The p ro jec t ing  c e n t r a l  pav i l ion  is of r u s t i c a t e d  l imestone,  
with t h r e e  windows i n  t h e  second s to ry  and a crowning pediment. The 
south o r  garden facade i s  almost i d e n t i c a l  i n  composition except t h a t  
t h e  t h r e e  ent rances  i n  t h e  pavi l ion  a r e  spanned by round arches  with 
heavily marked voussoi rs  and keystones, and t h e  upper windows a r e  un- 
framed. The o t h e r  windows a r e  framed by stone a r c h i t r a v e s  and sills, 
and t h e  l imestone b e l t  course and r u s t i c a t e d  angle quoins a r e  very 
Prominent. The e x i s t i n g  broad h i p  roof ,  pierced by f o u r  i n t e r i o r  
chimneys loca ted  near  t h e  r idge ,  i s  a replacement of t h e  o r i g i n a l  roof ,  
possibly a hip-on-hip t h a t  was destroyed by f i r e  i n  1844. The south 
o r  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  was undoubtedly taken d i r e c t l y  from P l a t e  LVIII of 
James Gibb's Book of Archi tec ture  (1728) @nd t h e  north e l eva t ion  was 
l e s s  d i r e c t l y  derived from a p l a t e  of Haddo House, Scotland, i n  
William Adam's Vitruvius Scot icus  (1750). 
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The two s tone  two-story dependencies have hipped roof s  and c e n t r a l  
chimneys and t h e i r  corners  a r e  given t h e  same quoin treatment  as t h e  
main house. The connecting passageways, a l s o  of s tone ,  are quadrants  
covered with shed roof s  t h a t  a r e  concealed from t h e  north o r  f r o n t .  
A t  t h e  junct ion  with t h e  c e n t r a l  block, t h e  roof s  of the  connections 
a r e  stepped up t o  allow ent rances  t o  t h e  main f l o o r  of t h e  house. 
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(Mount Airy was declared e l i g ib l e  f o r  the  Registry of 
National Historic Landmarks i n  October 1960, under Theme X ,  
Development of the English Colonies, 1700-1775. It was a lso 
found t o  possess national significance under Theme XX, subtheme: 
Architecture - Part  I (Colonial), i n  October 1969). 

In  the  family cemetery a t  Mount Airy i s  the grave s i t e  of 
Francis Lightfoot Lee (1734-17971, a signer of the  Declaration 
of Independence f o r  Virginia, planter,  and pol i t i c ian .  Mount 
Airy, the plantation house, was a lso br ie f ly  the home of Lee 
and h i s  bride, Rebecca Tayloe, i n  1769, while t h e i r  plantation 

,t 
house ~enok in"  was being bu i l t .  Mount Airy, erected 1758-1762 
and at t r ibuted t o  the noted archi tect  John Ariss of Virginia, 
was the f i r s t  house i n  the English colonies t o  achieve the ideal  
scheme of a f u l l  Palladian v i l l a  -- a main house with quadrant 
passages connecting it with two balanced dependencies flanking a 
forecourt. Architecturally,  Mount Airy i s  one of the  f i nes t  
formal mansions of the l a t e  Georgian period i n  Virginia. 

HISTORY 

Mount Airy was constructed f o r  Colonel John Tayloe i n  1758- 
62. The design is at t r ibuted t o  John A r i s s  (1725-99); t h e  house 
is generally considered t o  be the f i nes t  example of t h i s  archi- 
t e c t ' s  work. In  the  spring of 1769 Francis Lightfoot Lee 
married the 17 year old daughter of John Tayloe Rebecca. H i s  
father-in-law b u i l t  "Menokin" on a nearby plantation f o r  them. 
During the period of construction Lee and h i s  bride l ived a t  
Mount Airy. Lee's wife died only a few months before he did 
and they are  both buried i n  the  Tayloe family graveyard a t  Mount 
Airy. Mount Airy i s  s t i l l  owned by Tayloe descendents and is not 
open t o  v i s i t o r s .  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I.aw 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t  has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procehres  s e t  

forth by the National P a r k  Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State n Local 
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I herebv certify that thls property is  included in the 

National Register. 
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Although t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  and roof were destroyed by f i r e  
i n  1844, t h e  plan of t h e  house remains of i n t e r e s t .  This has  a 
magnificent h a l l ,  20 by 30-feet extending c l e a r  through t h e  house 
between t h e  loggias .  A t  e i t h e r  end a r e  cen te r  en t rance  doors f lanked 
by fu l l -he igh t  windows. A s p i r a l  s tairway was i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  
northwest corner  room i n  t h e  19th-century, but t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a i r  may 
have been i n  a separa te  c ross-ha l l  between two e a s t  drawing rooms, 
l i gh ted  by t h e  c e n t r a l  arch of a Pal ladian  window i n  t h e  e a s t  wa l l .  
On t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  h a l l ,  a l a r g e  d in ing  room, 20 by 23-feet,  was 
loca ted  i n  t h e  southwest corner  and i n  t h e  northwest corner  were two 
small rooms, f i r s t  a pantry and then  t h e  h a l l  with t h e  s p i r a l  s t a i r s .  
The l oca t ion  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  was 
unusual i n  18th-century Virginia.  
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Mount Airy is s t i l l  owned by Tayloe descendents and is  not open 
t o  v i s i t o r s .  I n  1965 a c e n t r a l  heat ing system was i n s t a l l e d  and a 
new ki tchen b u i l t  i n  one of t h e  quadrants;  t h e  e n t i r e  house was a l s o  
put i n t o  good r e p a i r .  
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